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THE eighty-second session of the Army Medical School,
-Netley, was brought to a close on June 29th, when the prizes
’were distributed and an address was delivered by the Right
--Honourable the Earl of NORTHBROOK, G. C. S. L, in the

presence of a distinguished company which included Surgeon-
’’General A. F. Preston (acting Director-General, Army
Medical Service), Surgeon-General R. Harvey, C.B., D. S. O.

. ,(Director-General, I. M.S.), Surgeon-General Sir Joseph
-Fayrer, Bart., K. C. S. I., Surgeon-General W. R. Hooper, C. S. I.
(President of the Medical Board, India Office), Sir Alfred

Lethbridge, K. C. S. 1., Colonel H. Cayley, and the military
staff of the Royal Victoria Hospital.

The proceedings were opened by Colonel K. MACLEOD,
who read a satisfactory report on the work of the
- session of the school and announced the following awards :
Herbert prize of &pound;20, in memory of the late Right Honourable
,Sidney Herbert, awarded at the end of each course of
instruction to the surgeon-on-probation who has evinced the
’highest proficiency in the special subjects taught in the
:school: G. E. Charles, I. M. S. Martin Memorial gold medal,
;to commemorate the late Sir Ranald Martin, C.B., given
’to the surgeon-on-probation who takes the highest place
- in military medicine : G. E. Charles, 1. M. S. The Professor
- of Medicine called attention to the names of Surgeons- ’i
’on-Probation A. G. McKendrick, N. E. H. Scott, and
F. W. Snmner as having particularly distinguished them- I.selves in military and tropical medicine. The Parkes
Memorial bronze medal given to the surgeon-on-probation
-who takes the highest place in hygiene, part of a

..memorial to commemorate the great services of the late Pro-
fessor E. A. Parkes, F. R. S. : G. E. Charles, 1. M. S. Second
prize in hygiene, a book presented by Mrs. de Chaumont in
’memory of her husband, the late Professor F. de Chaumont,
F.R.S. : Surgeon-on-Probation W. C. Stevenson, R.A.M.C.
’The following surgeon-on-probation was mentioned as having
particularly distinguished himself in military hygiene: 0.
.’St. J. Moses, I. M. S. The Montefiore prizes, founded by the
late Mr. Nathaniel Montefiore - First prize, medal with

cheque for &pound;21 : 0. St. J. Moses, I. M. S. ; second prize,
. a revolver: G. E. Charles, I. M. S. The Professor of Military
Surgery named the following surgeons-on-probation as de-
serving of honourable mention for their knowledge of mili-
-tary surgery : J. W. Little, 1. M. S., and J. 0. Barnes, I. M. S.
’’Prize in Pathology, books presented by Sir Joseph Fayrer.
Bart., K. C. S. 1. : F. W. Sumner, I. M. S. ; while the names of
’the following officers were mentioned as worthy of special
’mention as pathologists: G. E. Charles, 1. M. S., and W. D.
Ritchie. 1. M. S. Maclean prize, books presented in memory of
- Surgeon-General Maclean, C.B. : A. G. McKendrick, I.M.S.,
who obtained the highest marks in chemical and ward work.
,Colonel Macleod said that he had much pleasure in

.announcing that a new prize, consisting of a bronze medal

.and 5, had been established by Mrs. W. Marshall Webb in
"memory of her husband, the late Surgeon-Major-General
William Marshall Webb. The subject of competition would
BFbe Hospital Administration, which was selected by the
..Senate, to whom the choice was entrusted by Mrs. Webb, as
one of peculiar importance and of special fitness in view of
the fact that the late Surgeon-Major-General Webb held
the office of assistant professor of military medicine in the
school. The prize would be open for competition next
. session. Colonel Macleod then invited Lord Northbrook to
,distribute the prizes.

Lord NORTHBROOK, on handing the prizes to the successful
.competitors, said a kindly word to each and then gave an
address which lasted some 20 minutes. He commenced it by
.offering his congratulations to the prize-winners and said
-that in his own experience he had observed that many men
’who had distinguished themselves as prize-winners at the
’universities had gone on to most distinguished careers in
after life, but while this was so many of those who had
risen to high positions, especially in politics, had not been
prize-winners and had only really commenced to educate them-
- selves after their so-called college training was over. He

’hoped that the present success of the prize-winners at Netley
-was but an earnest of greater success in the future. Speaking 
specially of the Indian Medical Service, he reminded the
; young officers of the great field of work open to them, 

not only in their own profesicn but in that of political
life fe in India and in other departments of the

public service outside their own professional calling. He
said that he would like to mention four names of men which
occurred to him, all of whom had done excellent work for
India. The first was that of the late Dr. Bellew, who did
such excellent work as a frontier political officer when he
went on the famous mission to Kandahar with Sir Harry
Lumsden and who was selected by Lord Lytton as the man
most fit for the post of chief political officer with the army
of Kabul. Surgeon-General Bellew was a centre of influence
all along the frontier and Lord Northbrook repeated the
remark made long ago by a prominent Indian politician that
"Dr. Bellew’s moral force among the natives of the frontier
was equal at times to the physical force of three battalions of
infantry." The second name was that of Sir George Robert-
son who conducted the defence of Chitral and who was so well
known for his work as a frontier political officer. He then
referred to Colonel Cayley who after doing good work in India
held a professorship in the Army Medical School and since
his retirement had been through the African war as the head
of the Scotch Red Cross Hospital. The fourth name was that
of Lieutenant-Colonel E. Lawrie, I. M.S., of Hyderabad, who
had distinguished himself in connexion with the Chloroform
Commission. In speaking of the prizes gained in the school,
Lord Northbrook said that the one named after Sidney
Herbert, under whom he had served as Under-Secretary of
State for War about the time when he had been removed to
the House of Lords as Lord Herbert of Lea, commemorated
a great Secretary of State, and one of the value of whose
work he was personally well aware as the introducer of the
improvements into the army after the Crimean war with the
assistance of Miss Florence Nightingale. He quoted this lady’s
letter to Lord Salisbury urging the benefit of the expenditure
of treasure in trying to prevent the waste of life from disease
in campaigns by perfecting, as far as possible, the
medical arrangements. Lord Northbrook said that he
noticed that most of the prizes were in memory of

distinguished professors of the school. There was, in
his opinion, no better way of commemorating their
work. He was especially glad to hear of the new prize
which had been established by Mrs. Webb in memory
of her husband, the late Surgeon-Major-General William
Marshall Webb who had formerly been an assistant

professor of medicine in the school. He was, he said, old
enough to remember the Crimean war and the fault-finding
which was general all over the country with the bad
administration of the army. Such complaints, if
true, had to be suffered for. At the time of the
Crimean war they were true and they ended in the
fall of the Ministry and in Lord Aberdeen being
turned out of office. During the present war complaints had
been made about the administration of the army in South
Africa, complaints as to the transport and supplies, and
specially as to the administration of the medical service.
The latter had been inquired into and found creditable. At
first all sorts of complaints were made, but now the public
were satisfied and they ought to congratulate themselves on
all that had been accomplished. A Royal Commission had
inquired into the working of the Royal Army Medical Corps
in South Africa and found that it had been satisfactory,
though it had pointed out certain defects. Referring to the
report of the Commission he quoted the concluding para-
graph, which he specially drew attention to : "And all
witnesses of experience in other wars are practically
unanimous in the view that, taking it all in all,
in no campaign have the sick and wounded been so

well looked after as they have been in this," and he
asked the pertinent question-To whom is the credit
due ? He said that the Secretaries of State as a rule were
only a short time in office, and that unless they were excep-
tional men like Lord Cardwell, though they might do
conscientious work they left no particular record of their
day. The credit of the success was due to the patient
attenders to details who had worked quietly for years and
to the military authorities. In this connexion he mentioned
H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, Lord Wolseley, Sir Redvers
Buller (the Adjutant-General), General Brackenbury, and
especially Sir Coleridge Grove and the late Director-General
of the Army Medical Service, Surgeon-General J. Jameson,
the last-named of whom made a success by means of the
bond of sympathy which existed between himself and the
officers serving under him and the great civil profession of
medicine without which what had been accomplished would
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have been impossible. Coming to the personal part of the
medical arrangements of the South African campaign he
reminded his audience that when the war broke out two

army corps were sent to South Africa and that the Director-
General of the Army Medical Service, owing to the under-
manning of the Royal Army Medical Corps, could only with
- difficulty provide a sufficient number of medical officers to
;accompany them, but later it was found that more army
<corps were required and a total force of 250,000 men had to
be provided with medical aid. The question was how the
great want was to be supplied. It was met, said Lord
Northbrook, "by the patriotism of the people. Men had
come forward from the universities and schools, the
medical officers of the auxiliary forces had volunteered,
men had given up their lucrative private practices, the
t&uuml;olonies had supplied medical men, private hospitals had
been organised, and the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion, of which the late Lord Wantage had been so

prominent a member, had given its invaluable help in the
mation’s difficult. " The result had been that at the
time of the publication of the Blue-book, the medical staff in
South Africa consisted of 479 officers of the Royal Army
Medical Corps, of nine consulting surgeons and physicians, of
385 civil surgeons, and 431 nurses, and, said Lord Northbrook,
" I do not think that these were the maximum numbers, for
in a speech not long ago Mr. Brodrick spoke of 700 admirable
recruits which the medical profession had furnished." 

" He
sextolled the way in which the professional work had been
done in South Africa and said that in spite of difficulties
which were considered incredible, the pluck. perseverance,
;and capacity of the Royal Army Medical Corps had carried
them through. " No class of officers had had greater
difficulties to contend with, yet none had achieved

greater success." The Royal Commission had endorsed this
verdict and the truth of it was recognised by impartial
witnesses. Than this verdict no higher praise could be

given. Individual members of the corps had won well-
merited rewards, for of the greatest distinction which
could be won by a soldier, the Victoria Cross, no less
than four had been awarded to officers of the Corps-
Lieutenant-Colonel W. Babtie, Captain E. T. Inkson, Captain
W. H. S. Nickerson, and Lieutenant H. E. M. Douglas-besides
promotions and other honours. They must, however, look
two the future. The Royal Commission had recommended
that an inquiry should be made into the medical arrange-
ments of the army. Lord Northbrook said that he did
not dare to offer an opinion on the questions involved,
for he had no right to offer one, but it was right
that Mr. Brodrick should carry out the intentions

expressed and he hoped that the anticipations of the
Secretary for War would be realised. Speaking at the dinner
to the South African civil surgeons Mr. Brodrick had said
that "they had an organisation on which might be founded
not merely something which was effective, but something
which, as their experience was most recent, entitled them to
obtain a medical organisation for the army which would place
them in the forefront of all European peoples." " Lord North-
brook said that on the question of re-organisation of the corps
’he had two observations to make-one was that the staff of
the Royal Army Medical Corps should be permanently in-
creased, and the other was that its members should have

opportunities granted them of keeping themselves up to the
highest standard of professional knowledge. The great
;growth of medical science had necessitated specialists, and
in the future special work and specialists would certainly
increase. He saw no reason why the Royal Army
Medical Corps should not have its own specialists-officers
who had been afforded opportunities of studying under the
best men and who themselves would become experts ; such
opportunities would ensure efficiency and attract some of the
best men from the school of the corps. The second observa-
’tion was that he hoped the committee’s inquiry would extend
to the working of the transport and the financial depart-
ments and to the working of the War Office itself in relation
’to medical matters. Referring to the teaching which the
young officers had received at Netley he spoke of the advan-
tage they had enjoyed in listening to Colonel Stevenson,
than whom no one could inform them better of all the

changes which had occurred in wounds due to the alteration
in weapons. While, however, the care of wounded men was
df the greatest consequence the records of this South African
campaign had but endorsed the experience of former wars
that disease worked more havoc than the bullet. He congra.
tulated them on having had the opportunity of studying undei

Dr. Wright, of whose work he had himself some knowledge,
for as a member of the Indian Plague Committee he had visited
his laboratory, and he considered him to be a maitwho worked
on the sound grounds of experimentalism. He had the con-
fident hope that the progress of science would lead to increased
prophylaxis, whether by inoculation or otherwise. Lord
Northbrook concluded by recalling the scene in the Royal
Victoria Hospital when their late beloved Queen near the end
of her great career shed the light of her presence in the
wards of the hospital and on the suffering soldiers there
whom she had loved so well. No one of them would ever
forget the late Queen’s sympathy, and he knew the King-
would take the same kindly interest in the hospital and
in his soldiers.

Sir JOSEPH FAYRER subsequently addressed a few words
of congratulation to the young officers and thanked Lord
Northbrook for his address.
The proceedings were brought to a close by Colonel

CHARLTON, principal medical otlicer at Netley Hospital, who
wished the young officers God-speed, and expressed the hope
that they would in years to come look back on pleasant days
spent at Netley.
The following lists show the positions of the young officers

recommended for commissions in the respective services :&mdash;

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Surgeons-on-probation successful at both the London and Netley
p1{H,nlin.tionR-

I Surgeons-on-proba.tion recommended for commissions in the RoyalArmy Medical Corps.

I INDIAX MEDICAL SERVICE.

Surgeons-on-probation who were successful at both the London andI Netlev examinations.

* Gained the Herbert Prize of E20, the Martin Memorial medal, the
Parkes Memorial medal, and the Second Montefiore prize.

t Gained the Maclean prize for clinical and ward work.
I Gained the First Montefiore prize.
 Gained the Fayrer prize for Pathology.

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO SURGEON-
GENERAL JAMESON, C.B.

MR. G. LENTHAL CHEATLE, one of the honorary secretaries,
has sent to us the following list of names to be added to
those which we published in our issue of June 15th, p. 1708,
as those of members of the medical profession and others
who have signified their wish to do honour to the late
Director-General of the Army Medical Service :-The Right
Hon. Lord Halliburton, Colonel Sir Howard Vincent, M.P.,
Sir Hugh Beevor, Bart., Sir John Furley, Sir Samuel Wilks,
Bart., Dr. James Little, Regius Professor of Physic, Univer-
sity of Dublin; Dr. Ball, Regius Professor of Surgery, Trinity
College, Dublin ; and Mr. Thomas Bryant, Mr. Pearce
Gould, Mr. H. H. Clutton, Surgeon-General R. Harvey,
C.B., D.S.O., Surgeon-General W. R. Hooper, C. S. L, and
Mr. A. D. Fripp, C.B., C.V.0. There is no need for us to
wish the occasion success-success is already assured, and
the dinner promises to afford remarkable witness to the

appreciation in which Surgeon-General Jameson and his
services to his country are held by the members of his

profession.


